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Get ready for a great two days of  education 
and excitement! Smart Start, the Early 
Childhood Division of  United Way of  
Metropolitan Atlanta, welcomes you to 
its second annual Early Reading First 
Symposium: Putting the Pieces Together for 
Literacy. Since you’re “an essential piece,” 
we hope the program will energize you for 
the new year!

Friday, January 2
8:00am–9:00am 	..............Registration and  

Continental Breakfast
9:00am–10:00am	.............Opening Session/ 

Keynote 
10:00am–10:15am	...........Break
10:15am–11:30am	...........Workshops
11:30am–11:45am	...........Break
11:45am–1:00pm	.............Workshops 
1:00pm–2:00pm 	..............Lunch/Keynote 
2:00pm–2:15pm	...............Break
2:15pm–3:30pm	...............General Session/ 

Keynote
3:30pm–4:00pm	...............Wrap Up
4:00pm	..............................Adjourn

Saturday, January 3
8:00am–9:00am 	..............Registration and  

Continental Breakfast
9:00am–10:00am	.............Opening Session/ 

Keynote 
10:00am–10:15am	...........Break
10:15am–11:30am	...........Workshops 
11:30am–11:45am	...........Break
11:45am–1:00pm	.............General Session/ 

Keynote
1:00pm–1:45pm	...............Lunch
1:45pm–2:00pm	...............Break
2:00pm–2:45pm	...............Closing Session/ 

Keynote
2:45pm–3:00pm	...............Wrap Up
3:00pm	..............................Adjourn

Both days: visit the Lobby for special exhibits 
and information you can use!



FridayJanuary 2, 2009
KEYNOTE

KEYNOTEKEYNOTE

KEYNOTEKEYNOTE

Day 1
SPOTLIGHT Learn “what works”...

...from successful Early Reading First projects. Teachers and 
coaches share their best and brightest ideas in a poster 
panorama! Meet the project teams! 1:30 PM-2:15 PM Friday. 

8:00 am- 
2:15 pm

Visit with 

Find out how easy it is to go back to school for 
CDA course work or a degree! Visit with the 
Technical College System of Georgia.F
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Jeanette Betancourt, Ed.D.
Vice President, Outreach and Educational Practices, Sesame Workshop

Sesame Street: The Longest Street in the World for Children’s 
Learning and Discovery
Join your Sesame Street friends in helping preschoolers develop the vocabulary 
and early language skills necessary to succeed in school and in life. This session 
will provide free multiple-media bilingual (English and Spanish) resources 
speciþcally designed for caregivers, teachers and families to aid them in turning 
everyday experiences with children into language rich adventures! Participants 
will also explore dynamic research information that offers insight into effective 
strategies for building children’s vocabulary. Finally, we will introduce a new 
and exciting initiative to develop literacy skills in school-aged children – The Electric Company.

Dr. Betancourt’s responsibilities at Sesame Workshop include the strategic branding and delivery 
of  domestic and international outreach initiatives into multiple languages as well as the research 
that accompanies each project, assuring that content, language, and educational strategies are 
appropriate for diverse ethnic and cultural groups. She has directed Sesame Workshop Outreach 
projects in the areas of  bilingual education, literacy, music, health and safety, resiliency, and  
child care.
Sponsored by Sesame Workshop

Regi Carpenter
Storyteller

Promoting Emergent Literacy Through Storytelling
Through song, þnger play, puppets, line stories and visual story creations, 
teachers of  our youngest readers will delight in a myriad of  ways to promote 
the essential skills needed to become literate. 

Regi Carpenter is the National Storytelling Network’s 2008 JJ Reneaux 
Emerging Artist and winner of  numerous awards for performing, recording, 
teaching and writing. Regiõs wit, compassion, and craft are reÿected in her 
acclaimed workshops, keynotes, adult and children’s programs.



SCHEDULE
Early Reading First Symposium – FRIDAY, January 2, 2009

Time Session Presenter Room
8:00 AM - 9:00 AM Registration & Continental Breakfast Foyer Area
9:00 AM

Welcome Sharen Hausmann
United Way of Metro Atlanta Ballroom

9:00 AM - 10:00 AM Opening Session/Keynote: Sesame 
Street: The Longest Street in the World 
for Children’s Learning and Discovery

Jeanette Betancourt, Ed.D.
Sesame Workshop Ballroom

10:00 AM - 10:15 AM BREAK
10:15 AM - 11:30 AM WORKSHOPS

Building Community Literacy with Kaplan 
Hands-On Books

Tim Spencer 
Kaplan

Livingston 
(2nd ÿoor)

Early Bird Gets the Worm: Writing 
Activities for Young Children

Tanya Wallace & Emily Gilead  
United Way of Metro Atlanta

Anne Cramer 
(2nd ÿoor)

"I See": Literacy Ideas at the High 
Museum

Elizabeth Lilly, Ph.D., United Way of Metro Atlanta
Karen Michael, Ph.D., Mercer University 
Pam Kelsey, High Museum of Art

Amphitheater 
(2nd ÿoor)

Introduction to Grant Writing - Part I Dan Williams & Leigh Anna Lawler 
Research Associates

Marian Woodward 
(2nd ÿoor)

Let's Move it! Move it!: Literacy & Music Tameka Smalls & Tawanda Braswell  
United Way of Metro Atlanta

Boardroom 
(1st ÿoor)

Making Early Literacy Come Alive  
for Parents

Charmaine Godley 
United Way of Metro Atlanta

Paul A. Duke 
(1st ÿoor)

Nursery Rhymes: A Global Perspective Helen McCroskey 
United Way of Metro Atlanta

Childs/Young 
(1st ÿoor)

Phonological Awareness Skills and 
Activities

Kim Day, Ph.D., Atlanta Speech School
Mary Carey, Rollins Center
Erynn Mathews-Davis, Drew Charter School
Susanna Shewan, City Schools of Decatur 

Mark C. Pope 
(1st ÿoor)

11:30 AM - 11:45 AM BREAK
11:45 PM - 1:00 PM WORKSHOPS

Building Better Brains:  
Helping 3-4 Year Olds Develop Early 
Language and Literacy Skills

Harriet Isecke 
Author and Educational Consultant

Amphitheater 
(2nd ÿoor)

Building Community Literacy with  
Kaplan Hands-On Books

Tim Spencer 
Kaplan

Livingston 
(2nd ÿoor)

Improving Literacy Through Parent 
Involvement

Sarah Garland, Tara Burke & Gina Glymph
Quality Assist

Childs/Young 
(1st ÿoor)

Introduction to Grant Writing - Part II Dan Williams & Leigh Anna Lawler
Research Associates

Marian Woodward 
(2nd ÿoor)

Let's Find Out About it and Let's Talk 
About It: What's Getting in the Way?

Laura Reid 
Quality Assist

Boardroom 
(1st ÿoor)

Nursery Rhyme Time:  Using Nursery 
Rhymes to Teach Early Literacy Skills

Crystal Grimes & Tamra Koskinen 
Quality Assist

Anne Cramer 
(2nd ÿoor)

Phonological Awareness Skills and 
Activities

Kim Day, Ph.D., Atlanta Speech School
Mary Carey, Rollins Center
Erynn Mathews-Davis, Drew Charter School
Susanna Shewan, City Schools of Decatur 

Mark C. Pope 
(1st ÿoor)

Time Management for Teachers Kim Sewell & Michelle Matthews  
Quality Assist

Paul A. Duke 
(1st ÿoor)

1:00 PM - 2:00 PM LUNCH
2:00 PM - 2:15 PM BREAK
2:15 PM - 3:30 PM Keynote: Promoting Emergent Literacy 

Through Storytelling
Regi Carpenter
Storyteller Ballroom

3:30 PM - 4:00 PM
WRAP UP Katrina Mitchell

United Way of Metro Atlanta Ballroom


